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Plane crash victim had local ties 


Amanda 
Geissler, 
33, played 


By S. M. Chavey 


schavey@pioneerpress.com 


One of the 10 U.S. citizens who 
died in a plane crash in Costa Rica 
on Sunday was a 33-year-old Wis- 
consin native who had also lived in 
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recently lived in in Chippewa Falls, 
Wis., died in the crash that 
occurred shortly after take off. A 
spokeswoman for travel company 
Backroads confirmed Geissler was 
working as a trip leader at the time 
of the accident. 
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or phrase. She was so much more 
than that,” Geissler’s family said 
in a statement. “Her passion for 
life and adventurous spirit allowed 
her to truly live and experience 
more in her 33 years of life than 


Tinucci's 


basketball at 
UW-Stout 


St. Paul. 


Amanda Geissler, 


many have the opportunity to.” 


“Amanda is hard to describe in a 


who most 


short paragraph or a simple word 
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Amanda Geissler 


Splashing in the New Year 
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JOHN AUTEY / PIONEER PRESS 


Tyler Killian, from Minneapolis, reacts as she and husband Thomas Killian hit the water in Excelsior 
during Monday’s New Year's Day ALARC Ice Dive into Lake Minnetonka. The air temperature was 
around 15 below zero while the water was about 50 degrees warmer at just above freezing. Tyler described 
the leap as exhilarating while her said the breath left his body until he surfaced. The annual event raises 


money for charity. 


Hotel planned for downtown Hastings 


Project for century-old industrial building 


By Nick Ferraro 


nferraro@pioneerpress.com 


The last remaining industrial 
building in downtown Hastings 
could soon be turned into a river- 
side hotel and banquet facility. 


A 67-room hotel, 22 apartments, 
restaurant and retail space are 
planned for the former H.D. Hud- 
son Manufacturing Co. building. 
The estimated $25 million project 
would bring the first modern-day 
hotel to the city’s historic down- 


town, which has undergone a rede- 
velopment resurgence in recent 
years. 

The city seeks to turn over the 
property — which is about 50 feet 
from the Mississippi River and 
next to the U.S. 61 bridge — to the 
developer this month. 

Confluence Development, made 
up of local resident and business- 


man Pat Regan and Kentucky- 
based City Properties Group, took 
the proposal to city officials 
recently after finding a hotel man- 
agement group for the project, 
said John Hinzman, the city’s com- 
munity development director. 
“(Confluence) had some data ear- 
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Old photos bring back 


neighborhood memories 
Photographer meets ‘kids’ from 1973 


By Kathy Berdan 


kberdan@pioneerpress.com 


Jerry was the guy the rest of the 
neighborhood kids followed 
around. They usually gathered on 
the front porch of his parents’ 
house. 

Lance wouldn’t walk on the lawn 
of the “haunted house” in the 


TwinCitiesecom 


neighborhood after dark. He 
remembers Jerry liked green 
apple Bub’s Daddy bubble gum. 

Luann says they played a lot of 
kickball. 

They all sort of remember the 
skinny, long-haired college kid 
with the camera who stopped to 
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Find out all you need to know about your 
favorite Minnesota sports teams. 


GINGER PINSON / PIONEER PRESS 


Photographer Gib Ahlstrand, right, and Lance Bailles, left, reconnected 
through Ahlstrand’s photo exhibit at Amore Coffee on St. Paul’s West 
Side. Bailles as a young child is seen in the photo on the wall from 1973. 
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Protests 
heat up 
in Iran: 


13 dead 


Trump weighs in 
on anti-government 
economic clashes 


By Nasser Karimi 
and Jon Gambrell 
Associated Press 


TEHRAN, Iran — Protests 
across Iran saw their most violent 
night as “armed protesters” tried 
to overrun military bases and 
police stations before security 
forces repelled them, killing 10 
people, Iranian state television 
said Monday. 

The demonstrations, the largest 
to strike Iran since its disputed 
2009 presidential election, have 
seen five days of unrest across the 
country and a death toll of at least 
13 with the slaying of a police offi- 
cer announced late Monday. 

The protests began Thursday in 
Mashhad over economic issues 
and have expanded to several cit- 
ies, with some protesters chanting 
against the government and the 
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. Hundreds of people 
have been arrested. 

Iranian state television aired 
footage of a ransacked private 
bank, broken windows, over- 
turned cars and a firetruck that 
appeared to have been set ablaze. 
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State sees 
new influx 
of residents 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota last year broke a 15- 
year losing streak when more peo- 
ple moved here from another state 
than moved out, according to Cen- 
sus Bureau estimates. 

Experts aren’t sure it’s the start 
of a new trend, but the numbers 
offer hope for employers that the 
state’s labor force could grow fast- 
er than expected. 

“I sure hope that it’s a turning 
point and not a one-time blip in the 
data,” said Steve Hine, labor mar- 
ket information director for the 
state’s Department of Employ- 
ment and Economic Development. 

Roughly 100,000 people move to 
Minnesota each year from another 
state. But each year for the last 
decade and a half, an average of 
6,600 more people have left Minne- 
sota for another state. 

That loss has been more than off- 
set by international migration, 
which has added 12,500 per year in 
that time. Still, the trend has cur- 
tailed the state’s overall popula- 
tion growth, stoking fears of a 
looming economic slowdown as 
the workforce ages and people 
have fewer babies. 

Hine said the state projects the 
number of available workers to 
grow by just 5,000 a year for the 
next decade. 
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